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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS *

 Wake County Public School System’s high schools utilize a 4 by 4 Block schedule, with the exception of Broughton and Enloe. This allows students to earn eight credits each year of high school. With thoughtful planning, students may access additional courses in the arts, second languages, Career and Technical Education, and JROTC to complete requirements for more than one Course of Study. 

· Graduation from Apex, Athens Drive, Broughton, Cary, East Wake AEG, East Wake ES, East Wake HS, East Wake IT,, Fuquay Varina, Garner, Holly Springs,  Knightdale, Green Hope, Leesville Road, Middle Creek, Millbrook, Panther Creek, Sanderson, Wake Forest-Rolesville, and Wakefield High Schools requires completion of a minimum of: 

· 26 credits for students entering ninth grade for the first time in 2003-04 and beyond. 

· Students at Broughton High School must complete twenty-five hours of community service per year. 

· Students at the East Wake High Schools may have additional graduation requirements. 

· At Enloe, Longview, Phillips, Wake Early College of Health and Sciences and Wake-NC State STEM Early College, students entering 9th grade before 2009-10 must successfully complete 20 credits in order to graduate. Students entering 9th grade in 2009-2010 and beyond must complete 21 credits to graduate.   

· Students who attend Southeast Raleigh High School must acquire four math credits and four science credits.  The students who entered 9th grade before 2009-2010 must complete 20 credits to graduate.  Students who enter 9th grade in 2009-2010 and beyond must complete 26 credits to graduate.   

· Students in the Occupational Course of Study at all high schools must complete 22 credits to graduate. 

· The North Carolina State Board of Education approved additional high school exit standards requiring students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 2006-2007 and beyond to pass five EOC assessments in Algebra I, Biology, English I, Civics & Economics, and U.S. History. The exit standards apply to students following the Career Preparation, College/Technical Preparation, College/University Preparation, or Future-Ready Core Courses of Study. Students following the Occupational Course of Study are required to meet rigorous exit standards as outlined in State Board of Education policy HSP-N-004 (16 NCAC 6D.0503). 

Students must satisfy all course, credit, and testing requirements for at least one Course of Study in order to earn a diploma and must meet the graduation requirements that were in effect the year they entered ninth grade for the first time.  

Algebra I is a graduation requirement for all students. The only exceptions to the Algebra I requirement are for students who are enrolled in the Occupational Course of Study or have an Individual Education Program (IEP) that identifies them as Learning Disabled (LD) in math and states that the disability will prevent them from mastering Algebra I and above. Once a student is exempt, the exemption holds until the student exits public school. Documentation of the exemption will be written in a present level of performance statement on the IEP.  

Students who complete all graduation requirements receive a diploma at graduation.  Special needs students (excluding Academically Gifted students and pregnant students) who do not satisfy all graduation requirements will receive a graduation certificate and be allowed to participate in graduation exercises if the students complete twenty credits by general subject area and completes all IEP requirements. 

· *Future-Ready Core graduation requirements for students entering 9th grade in 2009-10 are on the following pages.  

· *http://www.ncpublicschools.org/gradrequirements  

· Graduation Requirements

· Course of Study Chart

	
	Available for
Ninth Graders
2000 – >
	For Ninth Graders
Entering in 2009-10
and Later

	CONTENT AREA
	OCCUPATIONAL
Course of Study
Requirements
(Selected IEP
students excluded
from EOC
Proficiency Level
requirements)


	FUTURE-READY CORE

	English
	4 Credits
Occupational
English I, II, III, IV


	4 Credits
I, II, III, IV

	Mathematics
	3 Credits Occupational Mathematics I, II, III
	4 Credits 
(Algebra I***, Geometry, Algebra II) OR (Integrated Math I, II, III) 
4th Math Course to be aligned with the student’s post high school plans. 
In the rare instance a principal exempts a student from the FRC math sequence, the student would be required to pass Algebra I and Geometry or Algebra I and II, or Integrated Math I and II and two other application-based math courses.



	Science
	2 Credits
Life Skills Science I, II
	3 Credits
A Physical Science course, Biology, Earth/ Environmental Science

	Social Studies
	2 Credits
Social Studies I (Government/ US History) Social Studies II (Self-Advocacy/ Problem Solving)
	3 Credits
Civics and Economics, US History, World History

	Second Language
	Not required
	Not required for graduation. Required to meet MAR (minimum application requirements) for UNC.



	Health and Physical Education
	1 Credit
Health/Physical Education
	1 Credit
Health/Physical Education

	Specific Electives 
	Occupational Preparation: 
6 Credits 
Occupational Preparation I, II, III, IV** Elective credits/ completion of IEP objectives/ Career Portfolio required
	6 Credits required 
2 Elective credits of any combination from either:
– Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
– Arts Education
– Second Languages 
4 Elective credits strongly recommended (four course concentration) from one of the following: 
– Career and Technical Education (CTE)
– JROTC 
– Arts Education (e.g. dance, music, theater arts, visual arts) – Any other subject area (e.g. mathematics, science, social studies, English, or cross-disciplinary)

	Career Technical
	4 Credits 
Career/ Technical Education electives
	 

	JROTC
	 
	 

	Arts Education (Dance, Music, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts)
	 
	 

	
	Recommended: at least one credit in an arts discipline 
	 Recommended: at least one credit in an arts discipline   

	Additional Electives 
	
	5

	Total
	22 Credits 
	26 Credits


· *A student pursuing a College Tech Prep course of study may also meet the requirements of a College/University course of study by completing 2 credits in the same second language and one additional unit in mathematics. **Completion of 300 hours of school-based training, 240 hours of community-based training, and 360 hours of paid employment. 

· ***N.C.G.S. 115C-81(b) allows exceptions for students who have an IEP (Individualized Education Plan) that identifies them as Learning Disabled in math and states that the disability will prevent them from mastering Algebra I and above.
PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS
High school students shall be promoted by attaining credits that are earned through successful completion of specific required courses as illustrated in the following (Note: The appropriate English credit is required for promotion each year.): 

Apex, Athens Drive, Broughton, Cary, East Wake School Of Arts, Education & Global Studies, East Wake Engineering Systems, East Wake Health Science, East Wake Integrated Technology, Fuquay Varina, Garner, Green Hope, Holly Springs, Knightdale, Leesville Road, Middle Creek, Millbrook, Panther Creek, Sanderson, Wake-NC State STEM Early College,  Wake Forest-Rolesville, Wakefield High Schools – beginning with students entering ninth grade for the first time in 2003-2004 
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Enloe, Longview, Phillips, and Wake Early College of Health and Sciences. Wake-NC State STEM Early College, 
 Southeast Raleigh High School Students entering ninth grade for the first time in 2001-2002 through 2008-2009. 
 
9th graders entering Southeast Raleigh High School for the first time in 2009-2010 will need 26 credits to graduate.  They will follow the promotion requirements in the top box.   

Students should check with their counselors for information on additional promotion requirements.  


Elective Course Descriptions
Elective Courses are organized into the following Curriculum Areas:
Arts Education:  (Areas: Visual Arts, Broadcasting, Dance, Theatre Arts, Choral Music, Instrumental Music)
Career and Technical Education: (Areas:  Agricultural, Business and Information Tech., Career Development, Family and Consumer Science, Health Occupations, marketing, Technology, Trade and Industrial)

English

Healthful Living

Science

Second Languages

Social Studies

Other Credit Programs

ARTS EDUCATION

VISUAL ARTS
VISUAL ARTS I







 54152A 


1 credit 
This course introduces the elements and principles of design through an exploration of a broad range of media. Activities emphasize skills and techniques in the following areas: drawing, painting, graphics, fibers, ceramics, art history, and three-dimensional design. 

VISUAL ARTS II 







54162A 


1 credit 

Recommended prerequisite(s): Visual Arts I or portfolio 
This course offers an in-depth study of design through repeated use of art elements, i.e., color, line, texture, value, and shape, while expanding technical abilities. Design is taught through experiences in the following areas: drawing and painting, art history and survey, three-dimensional design using materials such as wood, clay, graphics with processes involving silk screening and/or woodcuts, and fibers (loom weaving and batik).

ART HISTORY







 54482A


 1 credit 
This course is a comprehensive study of art through the ages. Students explore works of famous artists within the cultural context of each time period. This integrated approach encourages understanding of humanity from a visual arts perspective.

BROADCASTING

PROGRAMMING AND BROADCASTING I




 54402A


 1 credit 
This course sets the historical and aesthetic foundation for responsible interpretation, usage, and application of television production. The student develops screen experience from a critical standpoint, progresses to understanding the technical aspects, and finally uses professional equipment to create video productions.

DANCE

MODERN DANCE I 






51152A 


1 credit 
This course introduces students to movement through the elements of modern dance. Proper body alignment and basic knowledge of the body's movement capabilities are emphasized through dance technique classes. Class work includes experiences that reinforce strength, flexibility, and endurance. Dance attire is recommended but not required. In lieu of leotards and tights, students may wear loose, comfortable clothing to assure a full range of movement. Participation in some after-school rehearsals and performances may be expected.

MODERN DANCE II 






51162A 


1 credit 

Recommended prerequisite(s): Modern Dance I or audition 

This course continues the development of technical skills acquired in Dance I, with students continuing movement through exploration of the elements of basic modern dance. Class work includes experiences that reinforce strength, flexibility, and endurance. Dance attire is recommended but not required. In lieu of leotards and tights, students may wear loose, comfortable clothing to assure a full range of movement. Participation in some after-school rehearsals and performances may be expected.

THEATRE ARTS

TECHNICAL THEATRE I 






53252A 


1 credit 
Students explore the various aspects of design and production for theatre. Areas of study may include scenery, lighting, sound, makeup, properties, costumes, and stage management.

THEATRE ARTS I 







53152A 


1 credit 
This course trains students in basic aspects of body movement and vocal expression. Class activities include pantomime, improvisation, individual and group presentation of oral reading, and solo and ensemble acting. The course culminates in a polished presentation before an audience.

THEATRE ARTS II 






53162A 


1 credit 

Recommended prerequisite(s): Theatre Arts I or audition 

Students explore theatre as a comprehensive performing art. The technical aspects of production including scenic, lighting, sound, makeup, property, and costume design enhance the study of acting, directing, and basic theatre management. Participation in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected.
CHORAL MUSIC
MUSIC APPRECIATION 






52202A 


1 credit 

This course focuses on music's relationship to other arts disciplines, humanities, and world cultures.

VOCAL MUSIC I - MIXED CHORUS 





52302A 


1 credit 
This introductory course is open to all students who have an interest in singing. In this class, choral literature is studied in both classical and contemporary fields. Some study is given to a review of the mechanics of music, composers, and music appreciation. Emphasis is placed on correct vocal production, proficiency in music reading, and performance skills. Participation in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
BAND I 








52552A 


1 credit 

Recommended prerequisite(s): Middle School band or audition 

This course continues the development of basic instrumental music skills. Students focus on the fundamentals of music, correct tone production, balance, intonation, and ensemble playing through the study of simple band literature. Participation in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected.

ORCHESTRA I

 





52402A 


1 credit 

Recommended prerequisite(s): Middle School Strings or audition 

This course further develops technical skills studied in middle school. Emphasis is placed on improvement in the areas of tuning, shifting, vibrato, bowing, and ensemble performance. Participation in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected.

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION
AGRICULTURAL

AGRISCIENCE APPLICATIONS





 68102A 


1 credit 
Recommended for grades 9 - 10 

Instruction integrates basic biological and physical sciences plus technological concepts with principles of production agriculture. The specific focus is on environmental and engineering technology; plant, animal, and food sciences; and agribusiness. The course provides an overview of agriculture, agriscience concepts, and career guidance and planning.

HORTICULTURE I 






68412B


 1 credit 
Instruction in the broad field of horticulture with emphasis on the scientific and technical knowledge is necessary for a career in this industry. Topics include plant growth and development, plant nutrition, media selection, basic plant identification, pest management, chemical disposal, customer relations, career opportunities, and leadership development.

BUSINESS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

DIGITAL COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS




 65142A 


1 credit 

Recommended for grades 9-10 

This course is recommended for students who have not taken the middle grades keyboarding course or have no keying/document formatting skills. The course is designed to teach basic digital input skills including using the touch method, speech recognition, and use of handheld devices. The course is built around three basic software programs (word processing, spreadsheet, and databases). Emphasis is on the daily use and operation of commonly used digital communication devices to develop skill with concentrated application of those skills in the production of business communication and correspondence.  Communication skills are reinforced as the students format, compose, and proofread.
PRINCIPLES OF BUSINESS AND FINANCE 




62002C 


1 credit 

Recommended for grades 9 - 10 

This course introduces students to topics related to business, finance, management, and marketing to cover business in the global economy, functions of business organization and management, marketing basics, and significance of business financial and risk management. Appropriate work-based learning strategies are job shadowing, field trips, and service learning. Participation in DECA and FBLA leadership activities, conferences, competitions, and meetings in addition to projects, simulations and teamwork provides the opportunity for application of instructional competencies.
CAREER DEVELOPMENT
CAREER MANAGEMENT 






61452E 


1 credit 
This course develops knowledge, skills, and understanding related to finding, keeping, advancing and changing employment. Students are provided appraisal opportunities and experiences that facilitate their abilities and interests to enable them to make wise career decisions. Places of potential employment are identified and techniques are practiced in searching for employment and succeeding on the job. Students study benefits, deductions, guidelines, laws, and policies they encounter in beginning a new job. They also learn skills that enhance success and possible advancement on the job.

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES EDUCATION
APPAREL DEVELOPMENT I






 70352L 


1 credit 
This course examines clothing production in the areas of preparation for clothing construction, basic clothing construction techniques, consumer decisions, textiles, historical perspectives and design, and career opportunities. Emphasis is placed on applying construction and design skills to apparel and home fashions.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 






70652C 


1 credit 
This course introduces students to responsible nurturing and basic applications of child development theory. Emphasis is on care providers‟ responsibilities for and influences on children. It reinforces skills in communication, resource management, and problem solving. The ways infants, toddlers, and preschoolers develop emotionally, socially, physically, and intellectually are explored. Course content includes the care and guidance of children as well as ways to encourage their growth and development. Students investigate community services available to families with children and educational experiences for young children.

FOODS I - FUNDAMENTALS 





70452A 


1 credit 
This course examines nutritional needs of the individual. It focuses on the relationship of diet to health, healthy food choices, and preparation of foods to meet these needs. Emphasis is placed on the relationship of diet to health, kitchen and meal management, and food preparation. Skills in science and mathematics are reinforced in this course. Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this course include field trips, job shadowing, and service learning.

PROSTART I







 70092R 


1 credit 
Take a first-hand look at the fast-paced and exciting foodservice industry. Restaurant professionals do more than create delicious dishes and run top-notch commercial kitchens. They have exceptional “people skills‟, accounting know-how, public relations expertise, and much more. Students learn kitchen basics, nutrition, how to prepare and serve safe food, and how to control food costs. As part of the learning experience, students are required to work a paid internship at a foodservice establishment. 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT 






70652C 


1 credit 
This course introduces students to responsible nurturing and basic applications of child development theory. Emphasis is on care providers‟ responsibilities for and influences on children. It reinforces skills in communication, resource management, and problem solving. The ways infants, toddlers, and preschoolers develop emotionally, socially, physically, and intellectually are explored. Course content includes the care and guidance of children as well as ways to encourage their growth and development. Students investigate community services available to families with children and educational experiences for young children.

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS
HEALTH TEAM RELATIONS 





72102A 


1 credit

 Recommended for grades 9 - 10 

This is a developmental course for assisting potential health care workers in their roles and functions as health team members. It includes assessments and scenarios that evaluate abilities to perform, communicate, and apply behaviors necessary for effective and efficient delivery of professional quality health care/maintenance.

MARKETING
PRINCIPLES OF BUSINESS AND FINANCE




 66002C 


1 credit

 Recommended for grades 9 – 10 

This is an introductory course covering principles and concepts that are the foundation for future study of business and management. Topics of study include basic business principles, personal finance concepts, management concepts, systems thinking, quality management, and the current environment for business in a multinational marketplace. Communication skills and basic mathematics concepts are reinforced.

TECHNOLOGY
TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND DESIGN







 1 credit 
This course introduces students to the nature and core concepts of technology, the elements and principles of design, basic engineering concepts, problem solving, teaming, and the development of physical and virtual models. Students conduct research and develop technical presentations and reports. Work based learning strategies appropriate for this course include job shadowing and field trips. This course and TSA technical and leadership activities develop skills essential for students interested in technical of engineering career fields.

COMPUTER ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY I 




79912A 


1 credit 
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Computer Engineering Technology I (CET I) introduces basic skills and safety procedures required to become an A+ Certified computer technician. Emphasis is on skills needed to build, upgrade, configure, and troubleshoot computers, peripherals, and operating systems. This course focuses on the CompTIA A+ exam objectives.

TRADES AND INSUSTRIAL
DRAFTING I 







79212D 


1 credit 
This course introduces students to the use of simple and complex graphic tools used to communicate and understand ideas and concepts found in the areas of architecture, manufacturing, engineering, science, and mathematics. Topics include problem-solving strategies, classical representation methods such as sketching, and geometric construction techniques as well as CAD (computer assisted design), orthographic projection, and oblique and isometric drawings.

MASONRY I







 77112A 


1 credit 
This course includes the nature of masonry technology, materials and supplies required related skills, and employment opportunities. Specific instruction is given in safety practices, layout skills, tool usage, leveling, plumbing, use of straightedge, and jointing brick and block in wall construction, corners, piers, and pilasters. Hands-on work experiences provide opportunities to enhance classroom instruction and career development.

PRINTING GRAPHICS I 






79112A 


1 credit 
This is an introduction to the nature of and the employment opportunities in the field of graphics with specific instruction in copy layout. Topics include desktop publishing, composition, photography, plate making, bindery, job planning, and reproduction. Hands-on work experiences provide opportunities to enhance classroom instruction and career development.

ENGLISH
AFRICAN-AMERICAN LITERATURE 





10272Q 


1 credit 
This course explores African-American writing and its relationship to American history and culture. Students study critical theories of African-American literature and the contexts of cultural criticism through selected works by African-American writers.

CREATIVE WRITING I 






10252D 


1 credit 
This course is designed for the student interested in writing original poetry, plays, essays, and short stories. Students consider the elements of creativity - inspiration, form, content in relation to styles of representative authors. Self-criticism, group evaluation, contest entries, and publication of students' work are required activities. Projects may include entertainment of a poet-in-residence publication of a literary magazine.

INTRODUCTION TO HIGH SCHOOL WRITING




 10252B 


1 credit

 Recommended for grade 9 

In this course, students produce expressive, informational, argumentative, critical, and literary writing as background for all high school English classes. The writing process, with emphasis on revising/editing, is modeled. In addition, students build grammar skills to apply in their writing.

INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNICATIONS AND MASS MEDIA 



10312B 

1 credit 
This introductory course is designed for students interested in pursuing additional coursework in journalism, media, and communications. Students examine the basics of writing, design, and production as well as current industry issues.

NEWSPAPER I 








10312J 

1 credit

 Recommended prerequisite(s): Application and teacher recommendation 

This introductory newspaper course is designed for students interested in the construction and publication of regular editions of the school newspaper. Focus areas are learning the skills of newspaper writing and the responsibilities of newspaper business management.

SHAKESPEARE 








10272D 

1 credit 
In this course, students enlarge and expand their knowledge of Shakespeare's plays by studying selected histories, comedies, and tragedies. Students also learn about the classical origins of Shakespeare's work, his influence on Western literature and culture, and relevant contemporary criticism of his dramas.

SPEECH I 








10142A 

1 credit 
Speech is the coordination of mind, body, and voice to communicate ideas. In this course students prepare speeches, deliver them to the class audience, observe and comment on TV and radio personalities, and participate in class discussions. The course enables students to develop poise and effective techniques for various speaking situations.

SPEECH II 








10152B 

1 credit 

Recommended prerequisite(s): Speech I and teacher recommendation 

Students learn logical, emotional, and ethical methods of persuasion. The course emphasizes collection, organization, and presentation of material on current topics of interest. Teams present formal debates in preparation for interscholastic debating on a national high school topic.

STUDY SKILLS








 95502E

 1 credit 
The purpose of this course is to help students improve organizational skills and to offer guidelines for building better study habits and test-taking practices. Students develop skills in note-taking, outlining, skimming, scanning, paraphrasing, and selecting appropriate reading rates for various kinds of material. They learn to extract and interpret information from maps, globes, charts, diagrams, graphs, and tables. Through skillful time management, clear communication, effective work habits, and enhanced self-confidence, students acquire skills that help them to become motivated, independent learners.

TRENDS AND MOVEMENTS IN YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE



 10272M

 1 credit 
This survey course on the development and changing visions of Young Adult Literature from 1969 to the present examines themes and trends in literature that has been written specifically for teens. Students read young adult novels, drama, short stories, and poetry. They participate in literature circles, write analyses of works, do research, and develop projects.

HEALTHFUL LIVING
PERSONAL FITNESS THROUGH DANCE 





90132E

 1 credit 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Healthful Living I  

This course focuses on teaching students dance as a method to achieve cardiovascular enhancing effects. 

It provides instruction in a variety of dances, including line dancing, country line dancing, square dancing, folk dancing, clogging, club dancing, and contemporary dancing.

PERSONAL FITNESS I 







90152T 

1 credit 

Recommended prerequisite(s): Healthful Living I 

This course emphasizes regular participation in a variety of enjoyable fitness activities that promote a healthy and wellness-oriented lifestyle. This is an individual health-related fitness course in which the students, through active participation, develop knowledge and skills to provide enjoyment in the areas of cardiovascular fitness, flexibility, and muscular strength/endurance.

TEAM SPORTS I 








90152I

 1 credit 

Recommended prerequisite(s): Healthful Living I 

This course is designed to include the development of general personal fitness, and active participation in team sports such as basketball, soccer, flag football, lacrosse, McWhippet, volleyball, and softball. Activities are equally divided within the total weeks of instruction. This course includes the history, rules, and terminology with an emphasis in skill development, officiating, game strategies, and leadership.

COMMUNITY FIRST AID & SAFETY/EMERGENCY RESPONSE 



90132R 

1 credit 

Recommended prerequisite(s): Healthful Living I 

This course offers an in-depth focus on first aid, safety, and emergency response. Students will be certified in Community First Aid and Safety (Adult/Child/Infant CPR and basic first aid are the main components) or Emergency Response (CPR for the professional rescuer, emergency response, and an Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) section are the main components.) This course would be beneficial to students interested in “First Responder” and safety careers. This is a good foundation course for students wishing to enroll in Sports Medicine I.

SCIENCE
MARINE AND ASTRONOMICAL SCIENCE





 30442D 

1 credit 
This course is designed for the student with a strong interest in the Marine and Astronomical Sciences. The importance of the marine environment to life on Earth is stressed. The underlying principles of historical and observational astronomy are also some of the major topics of study in the course.

ASTRONOMY








 30702B 

1 credit 
The underlying principles of life, earth, and physical science are integrated in this study of the universe. Historical astronomy, the solar system, comets, constellations, extraterrestrial life, and the evolution of stars are the major topics of study. Observational astronomy skills and critical thinking are fostered through the use of laboratory and field activities.

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 






30422A 

1 credit 
Environmental Science provides an opportunity for students to study man's interaction with the environment. Topics include pollution, conservation of natural resources, environmental management and planning, and society's impact on the environment. The student is also provided with an opportunity to study the mutual relationships between living organisms and physical factors in their environments. Topics include but are not limited to: biotic and abiotic factors, energy relationships, biogeologic cycles, population dynamics, ecosystems, and biogeography. Laboratory activities are an integral part of this course.

FUTURE DECISIONS IN SCIENCE






 308021 

1 credit

 Recommended prerequisite(s): Successful completion of a physical science and a biological science 

This course allows students to examine the ethical problems that may arise from a highly technological society. Creativity and problem-solving skills are encouraged through simulations and discussions. Students participate in activities that promote reasoning and critical thinking.

SECOND LANGUAGES
FRENCH I 








10412C

 1 credit 
This course is for the student who wishes to take French for the first time, as well as the one who has explored the language at the middle school. Students study basic grammatical structures and vocabulary and use them in listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities at the beginning level. Topics include the present tense, passé composé, agreement and placement of adjectives, negative expressions, partitive articles, definite and indefinite articles, numbers, basic adjectives, common prepositions, telling time, basic foods, forming questions, demonstrative adjectives, weather expressions, the calendar, basic idiomatic expressions, and the culture of the French-speaking world.

FRENCH II 








10422B 

1 credit 

Recommended prerequisite(s): French I 

This course is for the student who has successfully completed French I or has been recommended from middle school. Students review topics covered in French I, while studying more complex grammatical structures and additional vocabulary to use in listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities. Grammatical topics include the future tense, object pronouns, commands, reflexive verbs, relative pronouns, and special uses of prepositions.

GERMAN I 








10602B 

1 credit 
This course is for the student who wishes to take German for the first time, as well as the one who has explored the language at the middle school. Students study basic grammatical structures and vocabulary and use them in listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities at the beginning level. Topics include the present tense, future tense, an introduction to the perfect tense, nominative and accusative case, telling time, question words, the calendar, weather expressions, modal verbs, possessive adjectives, comparison of adjectives, vocabulary of the house and sports, and culture of the German-speaking world.

GERMAN II 








10612A 

1 credit

 Recommended prerequisite(s): German I 

This course is for the student who has successfully completed German I or has been recommended from middle school. The course continues to build upon the four skills (speaking, listening, reading, and writing) as it integrates culture into daily activities. Grammar becomes more complex at this level as the student uses knowledge from German I to increase his ability to speak, hear, read, and write more complex sentence patterns.

LATIN I 









10802A 

1 credit 
The student studies the five chief areas of Latin: grammar, reading, writing, vocabulary, and culture. The student increases his understanding of present-day English through the study of Latin and ancient Roman culture.

LATIN II









10812A 

1 credit 

Recommended prerequisite(s): Latin I 

This course is designed for the student who has successfully completed Latin I or has been recommended from middle school. The student studies the same five areas of Latin I but on a more advanced level. Activities include reading for comprehension and analysis of the Latin sentence as it relates to English composition. The student reads selected Latin authors in their original form. 

SPANISH I FOR NATIVE SPEAKERS 






14012A 

1 credit 

Recommended prerequisite(s): Ability to speak and comprehend conversational Spanish 

This course is designed specifically for native/heritage speakers of Spanish who already have some oral language proficiency. In this course, students will refine oral language skills to address a variety of language proficiency. In this course, students will refine oral language skills to address a variety of audiences, develop and/or improve reading and writing skills through examination of authentic print and non-print materials, and explore the cultures of the Hispanic world. 

SPANISH I








 10512B 

1 credit 
This course is for the student who wishes to take Spanish for the first time, as well as the one who has explored the language at the middle school. Students study basic grammatical structures and vocabulary and use them in listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities at the beginning level. Topics include the present tense, agreement and placement of adjectives, definite and indefinite articles, numbers, basic adjectives, common prepositions, telling time, basic foods, forming questions, weather expressions, the calendar, basic idiomatic expressions, and the culture of the Spanish-speaking world. 

SPANISH II 








10522C 

1 credit 

Recommended prerequisite(s): Spanish I 

This course is for the student who has successfully completed Spanish I or has been recommended from middle school. Students review topics covered in Spanish I, while studying more complex grammatical structures and additional vocabulary to use in listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities. Grammatical topics include the preterit tense, object pronouns, reflexive verbs, comparatives and superlatives and affirmative and negative commands. 

SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES

AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE 




40092F 

1 credit 
The history and culture of African-Americans are examined in this course. Students are exposed to the African roots, the middle passage, and the American experience from the pre-colonial period of U.S. history to the present day. Included in this historical framework is the cultural heritage of African-Americans. Students are exposed to complex cultural concepts such as adaptation, assimilation, acculturation, diffusion, and dissonance drawn from the other social sciences. Students read significant works of literature in this class.

CONVERSATIONS IN DIVERSITY/PSYCHOLOGY or SOCIOLOGY 



40612E

 1 credit 
This course offers the opportunity to explore a variety of perspectives on race, gender, religion, ethnicity, and socio-economic status in a seminar and reading format. Based on written and oral resources, students examine questions such as: Do all people have equal access to education? Does race matter? The examination of race, ethnicity, religion, socio-economic status and equality between genders are focal points. Students study complex cultural concepts in Psychology or Sociology.

GEOGRAPHY 








40302A 

1 credit 
Students apply the five cultural and physical geographic themes across a broad range of fields, including the fine arts, sciences, and humanities. These become central to global connections as students expand knowledge of diverse historical and current cultures. The importance of core geographic themes to public policy is explored as students address issues of domestic and international significance. Analysis of tensions between national interests and global priorities contributes to the development of possible solutions to persistent and emerging global issues in many fields: health care, economic development, environmental quality, universal human rights, and others. 

LAW AND JUSTICE







 40432G 

1 credit 
This academic course focuses on the legal, judicial, law enforcement, and corrections systems of the United States. Examined are relevant examples of civil and criminal laws, law-enforcement methods, court procedures, and efforts toward corrective justice. Students also examine problems within the legal and justice systems. Classes will benefit from their schools‟ participation in the Lawyers-In-The-Schools Program through the North Carolina Bar Association, gaining resources, speakers, programs and publications through LIS for law-related education.

SOCIOLOGY/ PSYCHOLOGY






 40102F 

1 credit 
This course provides an overview in the areas of Sociology and Psychology as a combined full-credit elective. Sociology gives students a general background of the major aspects of sociology. Students study the basic forces of social relationships as they influence the values, behavior, and knowledge of man. This course promotes an understanding of the way people develop an identity as individuals and as members of their societies and cultures. In Psychology, the story and growth of psychology as a science are studied. Basic theories of learning, personality development, patterns of human behavior, heredity and environment, and mental health are analyzed.

OTHER CREDIT PROGRAMS
COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS I 






95202F 

1 credit 
The Communities In Schools I program provides at-risk students an opportunity to experience success in school, to improve attitudes and behaviors that contribute to successful learning and living, and to access health and social services support. Tutoring and mentoring by volunteers from the community are part of this course. Study skills, life skills, and employability skills are addressed. Shadowing opportunities are offered and guest speakers, field trips, and workshops provided by community agencies contribute to the curriculum. With extra support and encouragement, students work towards helping themselves be successful. 

FRESHMEN SEMINAR 







952025 

1 credit 
This course is designed for rising freshmen who have shown leadership potential and are interested in honing ability and learning new skills in order to take on the rigors of high school. This Paideia-style course will allow a diverse group of students the opportunity to interact with other leaders and to engage them through a variety of activities and problem-solving methods.


The descriptions listed above are the most common 9th grade elective courses offered at high schools.  Descriptions of all courses offered in non-magnet Wake County high schools are contained in the 09-10 high school planning guide which is available online at

http://www.wcpss.net/curriculum-instruction/docs_downloads/planning-guides/index.html 

From Grade�
Promotion Criteria�
Credits�
�
9�
English I, two credits in the areas of mathematics, social studies, or science, and three additional credits �
6�
�
10�
English II, one credit in mathematics, one in social studies, one in science, and two additional credits �
12�
�
11�
English III and enrollment in a program which, if successfully accomplished, will result in the completion of graduation requirements �
18�
�
�
�
�
�






From Grade�
Promotion Criteria�
Credits�
�
9�
English I, two credits in the areas of mathematics, social studies, or science, and one additional credit �
4�
�
10�
English II, one credit in mathematics, one in social studies, and one in science 


�
8�
�
11�
English III and enrollment in a program which, if successfully accomplished, will result in the completion of graduation requirements �
14�
�









