7TH GRADE ELECTIVE DESCRIPTIONS
2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR
ARTS EDUCATION ELECTIVES
CHORUS  7             18 Weeks  (Semester course)                              
Available for grades 7 - 8 only 
This course provides a variety of singing opportunities for students with limited formal choral experience. Vocal techniques and music reading are emphasized.
VISUAL COMPOSITION ( Art)    18 Weeks  (Semester course)                              
Available for grades 7 - 8 only 
This course is an in-depth study of the elements and principles of art. Drawing (including simple perspective), painting, and cut paper are among the techniques used in completing pictures with oil, pastels, markers, paints, colored paper, and other media.
DANCE I       18 Weeks  (Semester course)                              
Available for grades 7 – 8 only 
This course continues developing skills and creativity through modern dance. Students may participate in formal and informal performance activities.
INTERMEDIATE BAND    (year-long course) 
This class is a continuation of the skills taught in Beginning Band with further development of tone production, breath support, and music reading. Students are introduced to performance skills and techniques. They are encouraged to perform as individuals and as members of an ensemble. Students should anticipate some after-school practices and evening performances.
CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION ELECTIVES
KEYBOARDING              18 Weeks  (Semester course)                              
Available to 6th & 7TH Graders                Prerequisite for BCT 1
This course offers general keyboarding instruction that is essential in our technological society. Students develop touch keying skills and learn proper use and care of hardware and software. General computer literacy includes terminology and computer usage. Word processing concepts are presented in a method that is transferable to all subject areas. Language Arts skills are reinforced as students format, compose, and proofread documents. Students are required to take a state-mandated secure CTE post-assessment at the end of this course. 
 Keyboarding is also a prerequisite for Business Computer Technology.

. 
BUSINESS COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY, Level 1 
18 Weeks  (Semester course)                              
Prerequisite: Keyboarding               Available to 7th and 8th graders only 
This course is designed to build upon and enhance the Keyboarding course. It provides hands-on instruction in basic computer hardware concepts, computer ethics, and software applications. Emphasis is placed on reinforcing touch-keying skills while providing hands-on experiences for learning word processing, database, spreadsheet, desktop publishing, multimedia, and telecommunication applications. Language Arts skills and basic mathematical concepts are reinforced in this course. Students are required to take a state-mandated secure CTE post-assessment at the end of this course.
Family and Consumer Sciences
EXPLORING LIFE SKILLS           18 Weeks   (Semester course)                              
In this course students are introduced to a variety of life applications through hands on projects. Students gain knowledge in culinary arts, interior design, clothing care and sewing, child development, and managing finances. They demonstrate these skills in creative labs within the classroom and expand their abilities into their everyday lives. 

 Technology Education
EXPLORING TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS-MODULAR     18 Weeks   (Semester course)                              
Available to 7th graders only 
This course allows students to learn basic technological concepts through a computer-based lab. The stations or modules contain a computer and hands-on activities used to explore concepts of technology. Students research various topics such as audio/visual production, engineering and aerospace technologies, manufacturing systems, laser/fiber optics, technical drawings, environmental issues, and energy production. Students work with a partner to investigate the development of these technologies. Core concepts in math, science, and language arts are integrated throughout each module. Students also research various careers related to each technology.
