HGMS Eighth Grade Semester Choices 2011-2012
Beginning Spanish

This course is an introduction to Spanish language and culture. Major topics include greetings, colors, numbers, classroom objects, the calendar, telling time, weather expressions, the house, transportation vocabulary, feelings, animals, foods, questions and interrogatives, the family, holidays, art, and clothing. Students who complete this course successfully should next take Intermediate Spanish or Spanish A.

Chorus

Students sing three-part and/or four-part music in this performing choral music group. Students have the opportunity to sing solos and participate in small ensembles. Some after-school rehearsals and evening performances may be required.
EXPLORING TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS II
This course is designed to further explore technological systems through key concepts of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). Students will engage in hands on activities and projects to further understand key concepts. After completing an in depth safety course, students will be instructed in the usage of machines and hand tools such as the lathe, drill press, miter saw, power drill, disc sander, and band saw. Student projects will enhance skills such as problem solving, critical thinking, and analytical thinking on projects such as designing and coding a video game, modeling parts in Solid Works (computer aided design software), creating an original documentary, designing/producing a tee shirt, constructing a wooden puzzle, CO2 car, flower, stool, and turning a pen or pencil. This level of technology will focus on design and innovation with application of real world experiences. 

EXPLORING LIFE SKILLS II
                                 Prerequisite: Exploring Life Skills I
This course builds on the skills and concepts learned in Exploring Life Skills I.  Students are using the basic skills learned and applying it to the more skill-based concepts.  It will expand on the introduction on units such as apparel, housing and interior, nutrition and wellness, childcare, career pathways, resource management, and relationships.  Skills in apply basic academics, problem solving, decision making, communication, team work, and thinking skills are reinforced.
VISUAL COMPOSITION

This course builds on student’s earlier visual arts experiences working with the elements of art (line, color, shape/form, space, texture, value) and design to create artwork/compositions based on real life images and from their imaginations.  This is achieved through a variety of mediums for coloring, painting, or producing two/three dimensional creations.
BUSINESS COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY 
This course is designed to build upon and enhance the Keyboarding course. It provides hands-on instruction in basic computer hardware concepts, computer ethics, and software applications. Emphasis is placed on reinforcing touch-keying skills while providing hands-on experiences for learning word processing, database, spreadsheet, desktop publishing, multimedia, and telecommunication applications. Language arts skills and basic mathematical concepts are reinforced in this course. Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this course are field trips and job shadowing. Simulations, projects, teamwork, and FBLA leadership activities and competitions provide opportunities for application of instructional competencies.
EXPLORING BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY
Prerequisites: Keyboarding and Business Computer Technology 

This course is designed to explore the nature of business in an international economy and to study related careers in fields such as financial services, office systems technology, information technology, marketing management, and entrepreneurship. Emphasis is on using the computer while studying applications in these careers along with problem solving and thinking skills. Simulated activities, computers, and independent work habits will be used in the instructional approach. Core subject areas such as language arts and math are integrated throughout the curriculum.
DANCE I

This course re-introduces creative movement, improvisation, and choreography through basic modern dance techniques as well as further developing skills and creativity through modern dance. Students may participate in formal and informal performance activities.
Year-Long Classes

ADVANCED SPANISH

Prerequisite: Intermediate Spanish

This course continues the study of the Spanish language and culture, refining grammatical and vocabulary topics. Major topics include the preterit and imperfect tenses, relative pronouns, demonstrative adjectives, double object pronouns, sports vocabulary, travel vocabulary, hobbies and games, the car, medicine vocabulary, and object pronouns Students who complete this course successfully may take Spanish II at the high school level.
ADVANCED BAND

Technical drills, scale studies, rhythm studies, and sight reading exercises are used to advance the student's skills, knowledge, and reading ability in music. A wide variety of band literature is studied to give the students experience in various musical styles. A reasonable number of performances by this band is encouraged, and students should anticipate some after-school practices and evening performances.

